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INTERVIEW - NOEMI CANTELE: THIS IS MY HOMELAND 

Hello Noemi, first of all we would like to thank you for the interview. Cycling Sport Promotion, the editorial staff of Rosacittiglio and all cycling fans waiting for a thrilling Binda Trophy greet you. Do you want to do the same? 

I want to greet all CSP members and, above all, Mario Minervino for his unlimited passion towards women’s cycling and for the professionality through which he makes the Binda Trophy gain in importance. 

Will you take part to the 2009 Binda Trophy? What do you think about the track? 

This race is for me a fixed appointment, I run among my people on the roads where I train: I like the track, even though I would have preferred avoiding two passages upon the Brinzio because they compel me to slow down. 

Who will be the strongest rivals? 

Of course Nicole Cooke will be the strongest one: the Binda Trophy is the first important competition of the year and she will be highly motivated, having won the championship and the Olympic Games. 

You already won with the Juniores cathegory, in Cittiglio, and then you reached many satisfactory rankings. May this year be the good one to win the Binda Trophy? 

I hope so! It would be wonderful winning in my country and wearing the World Cup leader jersey. 

You began to cycle in Arcisate, a place not far from here. What do you remember of those years, especially? Why did you choose cycling over other sports? 

I began to cycle because I was jealous of my brother Adriano: he already ran, whereas I swam. Anyway I preferred riding the bike: then, after one year, I succeeded in convincing my family. After all, I was born to practise this sport, I inherited the passion from grandpa and daddy. My first win as a debutant at the Brinzio Festival against all men is something I will never forget. 

Since 2005 you have been running for the Swiss team Bigla and you are the only Italian member. How do you feel? 

Running for the Bigla is a great experience for me because I can practise this sport at a professional level in one of the most important teams all over the world. I am the only Italian rider but this group is deeply bound to my country, so the integration was for me quite easy. 

The team usually does the training in Mendrisio and of course you already think about the World Cup. Is this your main goal of the season? 

After Varese, this is another World Cup which will be run on the roads I know best: our training camp is on the track of the time trial. It is a very difficult point but I like it, of course it is the main goal of the season… after Cittiglio! 

During many editions of the World Cup you were always one of the leaders, even though you were quite unlucky. In Zolder, during your first World Cup, you fell because you crashed against a supporter. In Salzburg you almost reached the podium and in Stuttgart, in 2007, you ranked #5 after falling on the ground because of a barrier which was not fixed enough. You also attended the Olympic Games in Athens and Beijing. Which were the best experiences in the national team? 

Actually my good luck owes me something! I fell in Varese too! The best experience was the Salzburg World Cup because I did not expect to leading and for a moment I really hoped to reach the podium: unfortunately I lost the position for a few millimetres. 

And now some simple questions: which was, in your opinion, your best win? 

It was the Plouay Gp, a World Cup race I won twice: the race was very beautiful and the supporters were as wonderful as those in Cittiglio. 

How do you fancy yourself in ten years? 

I see myself still cycling and with a family. 

What is your dream? 

Winning the World Cup. 

Do you have any hobbies? 

Yes: travelling. 

Who is your best friend among the cycle riders? 

Nicole Braendli, my team and room mate. 

Who are your favourite female/male cycle riders? 

As a child, I was a great Gianni Bugno’s and Michele Bartoli’s fan
THE BINDA IS A TABOO FOR A FEMALE CYCLIST FROM VARESE 

She is one of the main athletes of the National team and she comes from Varese. Noemi Cantele was born 27 years ago and she has been successfully riding bycicles since she was twelve. She ran first in the team Pedale Arcinatese and then in the Gorla Minore Ju Sport, winning the 1999 Junior Binda Trophy. Once she became a professional, Noemi started reaching the podium, at the Cittiglio race: she ranked #2 in 2001 behind her future team mate in the Bigla, Nicole Braendli, then #3 in 2004 following Oenone Wood and Olivia Gollan, and finally #4 in 2005. Now she simply wants to win, though there ware many rivals, among which the World Champion Nicole Cooke whom we already interviewed. The challenge is difficult but not impossible for a girl who got the bronze medal in the ’99 Junior World Cup and already won 18 races (among which two Plouay Gps and one Giro di Toscana) as a professional. Noemi Cantele was always one of the leaders in several World Cup editions. She ranked #4 in Salzburg in ’06 and in Stuttgart, the following year, she was the strongest Italian athlete: unfortunately a barrier fell on her and she missed the possibility of winning a medal; she ranked #5 because of her bad luck. During the last World Cup in Varese, she stirred the audience by trying to reach the leading group. Now Noemi is preparing herself for a great 2009 which has as first important aim the race on March 29, i.e. the Binda Trophy! 
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